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Our Context 

• The World– exploring plants that grow in Kenya. 

• The local area – local woods and parks. 

• In our school – what changes can we make in our 
school to encourage wildlife 

Real Maths, English & Science Opportunities 

(Being a professional) 

Geography: Geographer – data gathering and 

representing in graphs; climatologist – looking at 

presenting data for the climate of England and the Desert 

and Polar Regions. 

 
English: Performing- the children will learn new 

poems to learn off by heart and to perform.  

Author: Writing own quest story 

 
Art/DT: Artists – Textiles – African Batik and Tye 

Dye. Chef: Fruit Kebabs 

 

Science: Botanist– test theories about what plants need 

to grow and apply their conclusions to growing plants. 

Look into potential threats on natural resources and 

wildlife. 

Key Texts 

 

Handa’s Surprise 

Meerkat mail 

 

Read aloud:  

Anna Hibicus,  

The Leopards Drum 

 

 

Worlebury St Paul’s Church School 

Term 2: Deer Class (Year 2/3)  

Desert Explorers (Desert) 

Key Concepts: Grow with Love.  

Big Idea: What is there to love in the world around us? 

 

Essential Questions worth asking: 
• Where are we in the world? 

• What are hot places like? 

• What does every living thing in the world need to survive? 

• How can we stay healthy? 

• What can we do to make a difference? 

• What legacy can we leave to show that we care for our 
environment and each other? 

• What animals live in the Desert Regions? 

• What are the basic needs of animals? 

• What is the life cycle of Desert animals? 

• How do animals adapt to living in desert environments? 

What difference could we make to the world? 

(Values, Dispositions and Attitudes) 

How can we make sure that all living things and people 

have what they need to survive? 

Where in our community can we act to help our wildlife 

and the environment? 

How can we show acts of to love to encourage each 

other to grow in spirit and personality? 

Curriculum Outline (see Knowledge Organisers for project driver & maths)  

 

WOW Day: African WOW Day 

English: Fiction narrative – writing a quest- Non Fiction – Non-Chronological Report – 
Desert Animal 

Project: plants and biodiversity; seeds and plants; making a terrarium/window 

greenhouse 

Maths: Number – place value, and addition and subtraction; Shape 

RE: Why is Jesus important? – Christianity 

Music: Charanga Unit – ‘Hands, Heart, Feet’ 

PE: Dance - Explorers; Locomotion Running  

Computing: Acceptable User Policy and Online E-Safety 

Jigsaw: Being Me in My World 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Context 

• The World– learning about the South Pole Regions. 

• The local area – animals that migrate to our coast. 

• In our school – reusing resources around 
our school for new activities 

Real Maths, English & Science Opportunities 

(Being a professional) 

 
Geography: Geographer – data gathering and 

representing in graphs; climatologist – looking at 

presenting data for the climate of England and the Desert 

and Polar Regions. 

Maths: mathematician – comparing plant growth, 

Measurements – measuring the growth of plants. 

English: researcher – note taking for information; author 

- publish a non-chronological report; explorer - diary 

writing; poet – shape poems; storyteller – create 

narratives. 

Science: environmental scientist– looking into potential 

threats to the planet’s environments. 

Key Texts 

 

Emperor’s Egg 

How big is a million? 

 

Read aloud: 

Ice Trap: Shackleton’s Incredible Expedition 

The Penguin who wanted to find out 

 

 

 

Worlebury St Paul’s Church School 

Term 2: Deer Class (Year 2/3) Desert 

Explorers (Tundra) 

Key Concepts: Working as a community. Big 

Idea: Exploring brings us together. 

 

Essential Questions worth asking: 

• Where are the Polar Regions? 

• Who were famous polar explorers (South)? 

• Why did people explore the Polar Regions (South)? 

• What animals live in the Polar Regions (South)? 

• What are the basic needs of animals? 

• What is the life cycle of polar animals (South)? 

• How do animals adapt to living in polar 
environments (South)? 

What difference could we make to the world? 

(Values, Dispositions and Attitudes) 

How can we make sure that all living things and people 

have what they need to survive? 

Where in our community can we act to save precious 

resources? 

What values can we learn from polar explorers to make 

the world a better place? 

Curriculum Outline (see Knowledge Organisers for project driver & maths) 

WOW Day: Polar Explorers themed WOW Day – Build and Igloo 

End of Learning: Nativity  

English: Non-Chronological- recount- a polar explorer’s recount of a polar region. 

Project: researching polar region’s environments and animals; understanding animal 

adaptations; sketching Polar Regions 

Maths: Number –addition and subtraction; Time- hour, half-past, quarter-to and quarter 

past 

RE: Why is Jesus important? – Christianity 

Music: singing and performing songs for Nativity performance 

PE: Amazing Animals Gymnastics: Body parts; Ball Skills: Hands 1 

Computing: Acceptable User Policy and Online Safety 

Jigsaw: Celebrating Difference 



 
 

What do all living things need to grow? 
All living things require some specific requirements to grow. 
These are: air to breathe with, water, food to get the energy to 
grow with and shelter to protect themselves. 

Difference between Seeds and Bulbs 
Every single seed has the beginnings of a new plant inside it, 
along with a little store of food to help it to grow. A bulb lets the 
plant rest underground over the winter when it is too cold, then 
grow back later in the year when the conditions are right 

Life Cycle of a Plant 
Many plants grow out of seeds and bulbs. Seeds grow roots and 
shoots. Roots and shoots then grow leaves above ground. Many 

plants make flowers, which turn into fruits. Flowers and fruits 
make their own seeds. We call this a life cycle. 

Life Cycle of a Plant 

Seed, bulb 
or bean 

The seed, bean or bulb is in the soil. 

Germination The plant starts to burst out of the seed. 

Roots Roots grow seeking out nutrition. 

Sprouting The plant’s stem grows out of the soil. 

Flowers The plant grows flowers. 

Fruit or seed 
head 

The plant grows fruit or a seed head. 

Seed 
dispersal 

Seeds are dispersed away from the parent 
plant. 

Plants children need to recognise 
Spinach 

 
 
 

Broad Bean 

 
 
 
 
 

Poppies 

 
 
 

Cress 

 
 
 
 
 

Marigolds 

 

Key Vocabulary 

sunlight All plants need light from the sun to grow 
well. Some plants needs lots of sunlight. 
Some plants only need a little sunlight. 

water All plants need water to grow. Without water, 
seeds and bulbs will not germinate. 

temperature Temperature is how warm or cold something 
or somewhere is. Some 

germinate When the conditions are right, the seed soaks up water 
and swells and the tiny new plant bursts out of its shell. 
This is called germination. 

shoot A shoot grows upwards from the seed or plant to find 
sunlight. 

seed 
dispersal 

Seed dispersal is when the seeds move away from the 
parent plant. The can drop to the ground in the plant’s 
fruit or be moved by the wind or animals. 

 

Worlebury St Paul’s Primary School 

Desert Explorers – African Desert 

              Project Knowledge Organiser 
 



 

  
Worlebury St Paul’s Primary School 

Desert Explorers – African Desert 

              Project Knowledge Organiser 
 

 Timeline of Desert Exploring 

 18th Century Mungo Park: Scottish explorer who 
mapped the Niger River. 

 

 19th Century David Livingstone: Scottish missionary 
and explorer who traversed Africa 
extensively. 

 

 
Late 19th 
Century 

Henry Morton Stanley: Welsh-American 
explorer known for his search for Dr. 
Livingstone and his exploration of the 
Congo River. 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Continent A large continuous landmass. There are seven 
continents on Earth: Asia, Africa, North America, 
South America, Antarctica, Europe, Australia 

Ocean A large body of salt water. There are five oceans 
on Earth:  Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean. Indian 

Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Southern Ocean 

 

Equator The imaginary line around the centre of the 
Earth separating the Northern and Southern 
hemispheres 

Desert The natural home of a plant or animal. 

Habitat A natural home of an animal, plant or other 
living thing. 

Endangered A species of animal or plant that is at risk of 
becoming extinct (no longer existing). 

Migration When animals move from one area to another, 
often to find food, water or shelter. 

 Savannah Tropical grasslands with shrubs and trees but 
not much rainfall. 

Rural Areas away from towns or cities, also known 
as the countryside. 

Tourist People who travel for fun. 

 

What animals live in Africa? 

                               

Africa is home to many animal species including Hippopotamus, 
meerkats and vultures.  

The most famous are the Big Five – the largest and most 
dangerous African animals - Lion, Leopard, Buffalo, Rhino and 
Elephant. 

  

                 

Famous Explorers 

• David Livingstone: Scottish explorer who traversed Africa 
in the 19th century. 

• Mary Kingsley: English explorer who documented West 
Africa's cultures. 

• Gertrude Bell: Archaeologist and explorer in the Middle 
East and Africa. 

• Richard Francis Burton: Explored East Africa and the Nile 
River. 

. 

Africa 
Location: Africa is the second-largest continent in the world, and it is 
home to a diverse range of landscapes, cultures, and wildlife. 

Key Facts: 

• Africa has the largest desert in the world, the Sahara Desert. 

• Africa is home to the longest river in the world: The Nile 

• 1.28 billion people live in Africa 

Who lives in Africa? 

• The Maasai Tribe traditionally live in mud huts made 
from mud, sticks, grass and cow dung.  

• Many Maasai are farmers and own large herds of 
cows, goats and sheep.  

• The Maasai people love music and dance. They 
often sing and the men perform a special jumping 
dance. 

 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=57c511ffc87aaa0dJmltdHM9MTcyNTIzNTIwMCZpZ3VpZD0zZGMxNzg0Yi0xOGZhLTYzNDctMDJlYi02YzI5MTkxYTYyNzkmaW5zaWQ9NTgwMg&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=3dc1784b-18fa-6347-02eb-6c29191a6279&psq=define+ocean+ks1&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9raWRzLmJyaXRhbm5pY2EuY29tL2tpZHMvYXJ0aWNsZS9vY2Vhbi8zNDYxODU&ntb=1


 
 

 

 

Who lives in the Antarctic? 

The people who travel to or live in Antarctica fall into two main 
groups, those who live and work on scientific research stations or 
bases, and tourists. No-one lives in Antarctica indefinitely in the 
way that they do in the rest of the world. It has no commercial 
industries, no towns or cities, no permanent residents. 

The Polar Regions 
The Polar regions are two snowy places found at the very top 
and at the very bottom of the Earth. It is so cold that trees can’t 
grow there. They are made up of two places called the Arctic 
(North Pole) and Antarctica (South Pole). There are lots of 
animals in the polar regions and many of them have very thick 
fur to them warm. 

 Timeline of Polar Exploring 

 350 B.C Ancient Greeks predicted an island 
called, ‘Antarctica’ meaning opposite the 
bear, ‘Arctic’. 

 33 B.C An Ancient Greek named Pytheas 
reached Norway or Iceland. 

 
800 & 900 A.D. 

The Vikings of Norway travelled to 
Iceland and Greenland. 

 
1500s 

The Dutch and English looked for a safe 
route through the North Passage. 

 
1773 

Captain James Cook crosses the 
Antarctic circle but doesn’t see land. 

 1819-221 Captain Thaddeus Bellingshausen spots 
the Antarctic mainland. 

 1901 Roald Amundsen First expedition to try 
and reach the South Pole. 

 1909 Robert E. Peary claimed to be the first 
person to reach the North Pole. 

 1909 Douglas Mawson reaches the South. 
Magnetic Pole for the first time. 

 1911 Ronald Amundsen is the first person to 
reach the South Pole. 

 1914 Sir Ernest Shackleton set sail for 
Antarctica (his 3rd trip) to cross Antarctica 

 1993 Sir Ranulph Fiennes was the first person 
to completely cross the Antarctic on foot  

 

Key Vocabulary 

Arctic 
Circle 

The area around the North Pole which is 
made up of land and sea. The sea freezes 
during the winter months. 

Antarctica It is the fifth largest continent and surrounds 
the South Pole. 

Explorers People who journey into undiscovered places 
which are challenging to reach. 

Animal 
adaptations 

This is when an animal overtime will change 
to become better suited to environment in 
order to survive. 

Climate This is a description of the normal weather for 
a place or area. 

Terrain This describes what the surface of a piece of 
land is like (hilly, swampy, icy). 

 

Worlebury St Paul’s Primary School 

Desert Explorers Tundra 

              Project Knowledge Organiser 
 

What animals live in the Antarctic? 

Penguins: Emporer and Adelie  

Seals: Leopard and Southern Elephan Seal 

Whales: Blue Whale and Orca 

Birds: Wandering Albatross and snow Petrel 

Other: Colossal squid 

                  

 

 

 

What is the temperature in the Antarctic?  

Antarctica is the coldest, windiest and driest continent on Earth.  

 

The average annual temperature in Antarctica ranges from about 
−10°C on the coast to −60°C at the highest parts of the inner land. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7b75d6880ded0cdaJmltdHM9MTcyNTIzNTIwMCZpZ3VpZD0zZGMxNzg0Yi0xOGZhLTYzNDctMDJlYi02YzI5MTkxYTYyNzkmaW5zaWQ9NjEwOA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=3dc1784b-18fa-6347-02eb-6c29191a6279&psq=temperature+of+antarctica&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW50YXJjdGljYS5nb3YuYXUvYWJvdXQtYW50YXJjdGljYS93ZWF0aGVyLWFuZC1jbGltYXRlL3dlYXRoZXIv&ntb=1
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• My sentences make sense and begin with a capital letter 

• My sentences end with a full stop, exclamation mark or question mark 

• I use commas in lists - red, blue, green and pink 

• I use an apostrophe for all contractions – don’t, couldn’t, didn’t 

• I use an apostrophe to show possession for singular and plural words – The Cat’s 

whiskers were long. Ten cats’ whiskers were twitching. 

• I use commas in phrases that describe a noun - The dark, damp, scary tunnel was 

looming. 

• I use speech bubbles and inverted commas (or speech marks) to punctuate direct 

speech - “Hello, my friend” 

• I begin to use ellipsis… 

 

• I continue to use co-ordinating conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) and 

subordinating conjunctions (because, when, if, that) as well as using a wider range of 

conjunctions and adverbials to show time and cause: 

− Conjunctions - before, while, until, once, as, after, although 

− Adverbials - consequently, then, eventually, suddenly, also, as well as, during, 

however, therefore, meanwhile 

− Prepositions - in, on, at, for, of, to, between, through 

• I use adjectives to open sentences – The golden sun… 

• I use adverbs to open sentences – Suddenly, Angrily, Sadly… and in my writing – Tim 

ran quickly down the hill 

• I use expanded noun phrases – so many, beautiful people; plenty of delicious food 

• I understand and use the different types of sentences - statement, command, question 

and exclamation 

• I understand and use complex sentences – I caught a fish while standing on my head - 

and relative clauses (using who) – There was an old woman who lived in a shoe. 

• I use the Power of Three for description – African elephants have large ears, long 

trunks and curly tusks. 

• I begin to group related material into paragraphs 

 

• I use adjectives and adverbs for description– gigantic, freezing, quietly, sadly 

• I use simple similes – as tall as a tree 

• I use alliteration – dangerous dragon, slimy slug 

• I form nouns using a range of prefixes – anti-  auto- 

• I use the forms a or an according to whether the next word starts with a consonant or 

a vowel – a cat, an octopus 

 



My Phase 2 Sound Mat 

s a t p i n m d 

 
 

 
g o c k ck e u r 

 
 

 
h b f ff l  ll  ss 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy-phonics/literacy-phonics-year-1-phonics-screening-check/phase-2-year-1-phonics-screening-check-phonics-english-key-stage-1


My Phase 3 Sound Mat 
 
 

j v w x y z zz qu 

 
ch 

 
sh 

 
th 

 
ng 

 
ai 

 
ee 

 
igh 

 
oa 

 
oo 

 
oo 

 
ar 

 
or 

 
ur 

 
ow 

 
oi 

 
ear 

 
air 

 
ure 

 
er 

     

Pure 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/transcription-writing-english-key-stage-1/words-and-vocab/ks2-word-mats


My Phase 5 Sound Mat 
 

 

ay ou ie ea oy ir ue ue 

 

aw 

 

wh 

 

ph 

 

ew 

 

ew 

 

oe 

 

au 

 

ey 

 

a-e 

 

e-e* 

 

i-e 

 

o-e 

 

u-e 

 

u-e 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/australian-resources/australian-resources-eylf/australian-resources-eylf-literacy/3


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Project Home Learning 

Year 2/3 
 
 

 

Please complete as many of these as you would like and bring us your wonderful creations to celebrate in school or post a 

photo in your portfolio in Class Dojo. 
 

 

Can you research a 
tradition African recipe 

and recreate it at 
home? 

Create a poem about 
flowers, trees or nature 

and then illustrate it. 

Can you make a picture of 
plants using things you can 
find at home? You could 

use pasta, recycling 
materials or leaves from 

your garden. 
 

 

Sketch a picture of your 
favourite tree, flower, 

fruit or vegetable.  
Research information 
about how planting 

flowers can help us to 
save bees and then create 
an information poster to 

share with others. 

Compose your own song 
or rap about how 

wonderful plants are! 

 

 

 
See how many 

photographs you can take 
of different types of 

plants – flowers in your 
garden or the local park 
or wildflowers you spot 

on a walk. 
. 

Create an acrostic poem 
about penguins or other 
South polar animals and 

then illustrate it. 

Cut out some squares, 
triangles and other 

shapes and build your 
own snowflake. 

 
 

 

Make a list of at least 10 
things you would need to 
take on a polar adventure 
and 10 things you would 

need to survive in the 
desert. Are there any 

similarities or differences? 
Why?  Think about where 

you would sleep, what 
you would eat and what 
you would need to find 

your way around. 

Make an African or 
South Pole animal from 
recycling items that you 

can find at home. 
 

 

 

Decorate a cake or 
cupcakes to look like 

an African animal. 
 

 
 

 Can you find a book or a 
poem about 

African/Polar animals or 
explorers? 

Please bring it to school 
to share with the class. 
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'A Courageous Community built on Love, Care, Joy and Peace' 
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