
Phonics Workshop
Tuesday 8th October 

“Teach us to read and write and teach us 
well so we grow up to be the best we can 

at whatever we wish to do.”  
The UN Convention on the  

Rights of the Child



What is 
phonics?

Synthetic phonics is a method that’s 
used to teach pupils how to read and 
write in English.
It introduces sound units and sight words 
one at a time.
We use Bug Club Phonics to teach 
phonics. 



The key 
principles 

Sounds (phonemes) are represented by 
letters

A phoneme can be represented by more than 
one letter

The same phoneme can be 
represented/spelled in more than one way 
e.g. may, rain, lake

The same spelling may represent more than 
one sound e.g. moon, cook, cow, snow



Terminology 
• Phoneme – the smallest unit of sound in a word
• Grapheme – a letter, or sequence of letters, that represent a phoneme 

(letter names)
• Blend - putting sounds together to read a word
• Segment - breaking up a word into its sounds for spelling
• Digraph – two letters that make one sound when read e.g. ai (rain)
• Trigraph – three letters that make one sound e.g. igh (night)
• Tricky words – words that cannot be phonetically decoded 
• CVC – words containing a consonant, vowel, consonant e.g. cat



How we teach 
phonics? 



Phonics Phase 1 
Preschool/Reception



Phase One 
aspects

• Environmental sounds
• Instrumental sounds
• Body percussion
• Rhythm and rhyme
• Alliteration
• Voice sounds
• Oral blending and segmenting



Phonics Phase 2 and 3 
Reception



Phase Two
aspects

• This is the start of systematic phonic work. Sounds 
are introduced in sets (see progression sheet)

• Begins the understanding of grapheme- phoneme
correspondence.

• Understand that words are constructed from 
phonemes and that phonemes are represented by 
graphemes.



Recognise and say the letter sounds in a written word, 
for example:

s-a-t
by merging or ‘blending’ them in the order in which they 
are written to pronounce the word ‘sat’.



Breaking down words into separate
phonemes for spelling.





Phase 3
aspects

• Completes the teaching of the alphabet 
and children move onto sounds 
represented by more than 1 letter.

• Digraphs – 2 letters that make 1 sound
E.g. ss zz oa ai

• Trigraphs – 3 letters that make 1 sound          
E.g. igh, air 



Phase 4
aspects

• In Phase 4, no new sounds are 
introduced. The main aim of this phase 
is to consolidate the children's 
knowledge and to help them learn to 
read and spell words which have 
adjacent consonants, such as trap, 
string and milk.

• Phase 4 is generally started at the 
beginning of Year 1 but may 
sometimes be covered at the end of 
YR then recapped at the start of Y1.



Phase 5
aspects

• Children learn new graphemes (different 
ways of spelling each sound) and 
alternative pronunciations for these: for 
example, learning that the grapheme 
‘ow’ makes a different sound in ‘snow’ 
and ‘cow’.

• Split digraphs – these are made up of 
two letters that are “split” by having 
another little in the middle of them. For 
example a_e in “game” or i_e in “tide”



Tricky words

• Words that are not phonetically 
decodable.

• Some are ‘tricky’ to start with but will 
become decodable once we have learned 
the harder phonemes.
E.g. out, there.



Tricky words 



At home 
• There are lots of simple things you can do at 

home to help your child learn phonics.

• Learn how to say the sounds. 

• Use flashcards to help your child practise saying 
sounds. Use the flashcards to make words for 
your child to read through blending. These words 
could be silly or even made up.

• Listen to your child read every day, even just for 
five minutes. It really will make a difference. If 
your child gets stuck on a word, model how to 
say the sounds and blend them together. If you 
are worried that the book is at the wrong level for 
your child, check with your child’s teacher.

• Read aloud to your child every day to show them 
that reading is fun.




