Y4 Writing Expectations
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By the end of Year 4, children are expected to:

Write longer pieces with clear ideas — using planning and organisation.
Use paragraphs — to group related ideas together.
Choose more adventurous vocabulary — to make writing more exciting.
Use grammar more confidently, including:
o Correct tense (past, present)
o Expanded noun phrases (the tall, dark tree)
o Fronted adverbials (Before sunrise, the birds began to sing) — using a
comma afterwards.
Punctuate accurately, including:
o Full stops, commas, question marks, exclamation marks
o Apostrophes for possession and contraction (the dog’s bone, don't)
o Speech marks for dialogue, starting to add punctuation inside
Spell most common words correctly — and use prefixes and suffixes (un-, dis-, -ly,
-tion).
Handwriting should be joined, neat and consistent — so that it can be read easily.
Link sentences with conjunctions — like because, although, if, when.
Write for different purposes — stories, letters, instructions, reports, poems.
Check and improve work — looking for spelling, punctuation and grammar errors.

How you can help at home

+¢ Encourage your child to read aloud every day — noticing how writers use
punctuation and vocabulary.

Ask them to keep a diary or write short stories for fun.

Play word games and practise challenging spellings together.

Encourage your child to speak in full sentences and to be clear in what they
are saying.

¢+ Encourage neat, joined handwriting in homework.

¢ Let them explain their writing to you — it builds confidence.
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