
 

 Write longer pieces – with a clear beginning, middle and end. 
 Use sentences correctly – with capital letters, full stops, question marks and 

exclamation marks. 
 Start using more adventurous vocabulary – e.g. “amazing” instead of “nice.” 
 Use grammar more confidently, including: 

o Past and present tense correctly (I walked, I am walking). 
o Joining words (and, but, because, when). 
o Expanded noun phrases (the small, shiny coin). 

 Use punctuation, including: 
o Apostrophes for contractions (don’t, can’t). 
o Apostrophes for singular possession (the girl’s hat). 
o Speech marks may be introduced but not always expected consistently. 

 Spell most common words correctly and use phonics to tackle new words. 
 Handwriting should be clear and consistent with all letters formed correctly. 
 Write for different purposes – stories, letters, notes, lists, instructions. 
 Edit and improve work – re-reading to check it makes sense and correcting 

mistakes. 

 

How you can help at home 

 Encourage your child to write little and often – cards, letters, shopping lists, 
diary entries. 

 Encourage your child to speak in full sentences. 
 Have conversations which include using interesting words. 
 Practise weekly spellings and more challenging words (e.g. because, said, 

people). 
 Encourage neat handwriting – with correct letter size and joins. 
 Read daily with your child – noticing punctuation and expression. 
 Ask them to read back their writing to check it makes sense. 


